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MAYOR ANNOUNCES COMPLETION OF FIRST GREEN ROOF INSTALLATION ON 

INDIANAPOLIS CITY PROPERTY  
Project Addresses Drainage Issues and Creates Community Space 

 
INDIANAPOLIS – Mayor Greg Ballard today announced the completion of the Union Station green roof project – the 
first green roof installed on city property in Indianapolis. The green roof project, located on the former train deck 
spanning Meridian Street, addressed long-standing drainage concerns both on and below the deck, and has been 
enhanced with a community space available for educational events.  
 
“The newly installed green roof atop Union Station eliminates several long-term maintenance concerns in a visually 
appealing and innovative way,” said Mayor Ballard. “This unique project and the community space created by its 
construction are part of our efforts to become one of the most sustainable cities in the Midwest.”  
 
Standing water on the deck surface had damaged the deck, and leaking also degraded the pavement on Meridian 
Street below. There were also signs of degradation of the structural bridge steel. The green roof project includes a 
new deck with a re-graded surface to prevent standing water, a comprehensive trench drainage system and a 
modular green roof designed to reduce storm water runoff.  
 
About 50 percent of the total surface is green roof material while the other portion is a concrete roof deck that 
includes picnic tables, outdoor benches and umbrellas. Total project costs were about $250,000; a $50,000 grant 
from Citizens Energy Group covered the green infrastructure elements of the project.  
 
The green roof will be maintained organically with no chemical pesticides or herbicides, will be weeded, and will be 
watering if drought conditions last more than three months. The City of Indianapolis partnered with local 
engineering firm RW Armstrong, which has offices in Union Station. The firm completed a portion of the design and 
engineering work for the project. 
 
For more information on green building in Indianapolis, visit www.indy.gov/SustainIndy. 
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